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Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  

 



 The Second Coming – Overview of Revelation 

 3 

Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 
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Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 



 The Second Coming – Overview of Revelation 

 1 

Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 
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Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 
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Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 
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Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 

       



 The Second Coming – Overview of Revelation 

 4 

Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 
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Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 



 The Second Coming – Overview of Revelation 

 2 

Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 
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Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 
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Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 
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Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 
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Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 
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Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  

 



 The Second Coming – Overview of Revelation 

 3 

Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 



 The Second Coming – Overview of Revelation 

 6 

They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 
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Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 



 The Second Coming – Overview of Revelation 

 1 

Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 



 The Second Coming – Overview of Revelation 

 6 

They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 



 The Second Coming – Overview of Revelation 

 1 

Important Notes 

1. There is nothing new in the book of Revelation that has not been mentioned 

elsewhere in the New Testament. 

2. Numbers are important in Revelation but they are not to be taken literally. They 

are figurative numbers. 

3. The book of Revelation was written to a church under attack – under going heavy 

persecution 

 

Revelation 1:1 

So this message goes from God to Jesus, Jesus to an angel, an angel to John, and John to 

Jesus’ bond-servants – a term which always means Christians. The word used as 

communicated here is the Greek word “semaino” which means to communicate with 

signs and symbols. So verse 1 of the book tells us to take the rest of the book figuratively, 

not literally.  We see the words “soon” and “near” being used in these verses. These 

events were not going to start 2000 years or so down the road (as the pre-millinnial 

teachers tell us); they were going to start right away. 

 

Revelation 1:2 

John in this book is going to testify of the things he saw and not what he heard as in the 

case of the way the rest of the prophetic scriptures is written – that shows you the book 

will be prophetic and apocalyptic as well. 

 

Revelation 1:3 

So this book was to be read in all the churches. It will bless those who hear and read the 

words which are written in this prophecy. Oh and by the way, you are supposed to heed 

the words which are written in this book. Now if you look at this book the way a 

Premillennialist does, there is nothing to obey because most of this book (chapters 4-19) 

takes place during the seven year tribulation period after the church (the bond-servants) 

has been raptured off the earth.  

 

Revelation 1:4-6 

So this is a letter written to seven actual churches in Asia Minor. The pre-millennial view 

teaches that they are not seven churches but seven church ages. I guess that is what you 

can do when you interpret the Bible “literally.” 

 

Revelation 1:9-11 

Again this is a letter written to seven actual churches. Also notice that John is in 

tribulation when he wrote the book of Revelation. To him it was not a future event, it was 

happening in his lifetime. And it will continue to happen in ours. This book was written 

to a church under attack and letting Christians know to stand firm and overcome and that 

in the end, God wins. John is trying to elevate everyone’s view of God. But the greatest 

tribulation according to Jesus in Matthew 24 was going to occur during the destruction of 

Jerusalem.  

 

Revelation 1:12-20 
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Those same flaming eyes that it says Jesus was staring with are the same ones that are 

being used to focus on us today. John in this section lists for us a description of Jesus 

Christ, which sounds an awful lot like high priestly garb – which is good because the 

scripture lists Him as our high priest (the book of Hebrews) and He is talked about as 

walking among seven golden lampstands – which are the churches of God. Jesus is 

always among his churches. He is currently King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

So Revelation is a letter written to seven actual churches. So just like the book of 

Galatians or Ephesians, it cannot mean anything more to us than what it originally meant 

to its intended audience. 

 

Chapters 2 and 3 

Revelation was written to a church under attack – so the message is to persevere. 

Chapters 2 and 3 are directed to the 7 churches directly. And what is the main message of 

all of these letters: 

 

Ephesus - Revelation 2:7 

Smyrna - Revelation 2:11 

Pergamum - Revelation 2:17 

Thyatira - Revelation 2:26, 29 

Sardis - Revelation 3:5-6 

Philadelphia - Revelation 3:12 

Laodicea - Revelation 3:21-22 

 

Now does this sound like John is trying to give us an exposition on church history? No, it 

sounds like he is writing to a church under attack. 

 

Cycles in the book of Revelation: 

Each cycle in Revelation takes us from the first coming to the second coming of Christ. 

Chapters 4 - 7 – the opening of the scroll with seven seals 

Chapters 8 – 11 – the blowing of the seven trumpet judgments 

Chapters 12 – 14 – The woman and the child-king being persecuted by the dragon and 

his helpers (the beast and the harlot) 

Chapters 15 – 16 – The seven Bowls of wrath 

Chapters 17 – 19 – The fall of the great harlot and the beasts 

Chapters 20 – 22 – The judgment upon the Satan followed by the new heaven and earth 

Note: Now some writers like Jack Cottrell and Craig Koester merge chapters 15-16 and 

17-19 to form one section 

 

Chapters 4 – 7 

In this vision, John is upset because there is no one that has the authority to take the scroll 

from God’s hands. But then Christ shows up pictured as a slain lamb and He is the only 

one that has the authority to take the scroll from the Father’s hand. Jesus through his 

ascension and glorification now has the authority to open the scrolls. After His ascension, 

Jesus is worthy to receive praise and the prayers of all people in heaven and on earth.  
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Then the lamb starts to open the seven seals of the scroll and to reveal the following: 

persecution, poverty, the sword, hunger and death. Then He goes to open the fifth seal 

and we hear the cry of the martyrs. The opening of the sixth seal brings an earthquake, a 

darkened sun, a moon that looks like blood, stars falling from heaven, mountains and 

islands collapsing. This language sounds an awful lot like the second coming language 

mentioned in Matthew 24. According to chapter 6, not one group of men will repent at 

these judgments. 

 Revelation 6:15-16 

Revelation 7 lets us know that Christians will be sealed so as not to suffer the wrath of 

God. And this chapter also refers to their final outcome: 

 Revelation 7:15-17 

 

Chapters 8 – 11 

This section starts back at the beginning and starts with the opening of the seventh seal. 

When this is done, there is silence in heaven for 30 minutes. This seems to be consistent 

in the scripture – everything being silent before God’s judgment (Zeph 1:7, Zech 2:13, 

Hab 2:20). But here again we see the prayers of the saints being lifted to God – 8:4 (just 

like in 5:8). The opening of the seventh seal now brings about the blowing of the seven 

trumpets. These judgments are fairly similar to the ones inflicted on Egypt just before the 

Exodus out of Egypt. It is also interesting to note that the judgment of Jericho was 

completed after the blowing of 7 trumpets. 

 

At the blowing of the fifth trumpet (Rev 9:1), a star (an angel) falls from heaven and 

opens the bottomless pit and releases all the evil demons. In Revelation 9:11, it is 

mentioned that Satan is the leader of this band of demons. He is given the name Abaddon 

in Hebrew and Apollyon in Greek – the destroyer. These demons are released to do their 

harm. This war is a spiritual one however because they are not allowed to kill anyone 

(Rev 9:5-6). Then with the blowing of the seventh trumpet, we see that a war is released 

on mankind that is still refusing to repent of its sin (Rev 9:20-21) as was mentioned in 

chapters 4-7.  

 

A giant angel in Revelation 10 straddles land and sea and says “there will no longer be 

any delay.” In other words God’s final judgment is quickly approaching. Then you see 

the church pictured which is shown by the displaying of two witnesses. They are 

ultimately caught up to heaven in a cloud which is always associated with Jesus Second 

Coming – Revelation 1:7 and 11:12. An earthquake happens at this second coming as 

well (11:13). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and the scripture says that: 

• Revelation 11:15-17 

o Here it is the mentioned that Jesus is the one “who is and who was.” 

Revelation 1:4 had said that Jesus is the “one who is and who was and 

who is to come.” There is no reason to say that here because Jesus has 

come in these verses. 

Why is Jesus coming? 

• Revelation 11:18 

o He is coming back to judge the earth. 
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Chapters 12 – 14 
Again we start at the beginning and we start reading of a woman, a child and a dragon. 

The woman giving birth is in reference to the church (or all followers of God both Old 

and New Testaments). The child is Jesus Christ and the Dragon is Satan. The woman 

gives birth to the child, the Messiah, who rules the nations with a rod of iron. Once born, 

the dragon was always trying to destroy the child. This child then ascends to heaven and 

then protects the woman from Satan as she flees. Satan is then thrown out of heaven to 

the earth to persecute the church (the woman) (12:13-17). Who are these people? 

• Revelation 12:17 

 

Satan brings forth two beasts – one from the sea (13:1-10) and one from the land (13:11-

18). Then the church is represented by another vision 144,000 saints (14:1-5 compare 

7:1-8) who are anointed and protected by God in heaven. Then God judges Babylon 

(14:6-13), the corrupt political and religious world system.  

 

Then Christ appears in the clouds again at the second coming (14:14). He has a golden 

crown and carries a sickle for reaping the earth. This always symbolizes final judgment 

(Matt 13:24-30, 36-43). 

 

Side Note: 

The Sea in the Old Testament is often pictured as a place of chaos and evil – a place of 

unrest and rebellion against God. Chapter 21 “and the sea was no more” – source of all 

evil and rebellion against God are gone.   

 

The first beast – beast from the sea – Persecuting Power – This would be any God-

opposing, Christ-opposing, church-hating, persecuting governmental power. This is a 

trans-historical beast competing against the lamb for the allegiance of human beings.  

(Satan’s Hand)      

 

The second beast - The False Prophet – beast of the earth - performs signs and wonders 

to get people to worship the first beast – who in turns gets them to worship the dragon – 

the unholy trinity – it has an immense power to deceive – Satan’s Mind – Deceptive Lies 

– so this beast is any means by which people get deceived into not following Jesus Christ.    

He persuades people that the lie is the truth against the gospel of Jesus Christ – false 

teaching and man-made religion – counterfeit Christianity  

 

Chapters 15 – 16 
Again we return to the beginning – it begins with the song of Moses. Then we are 

ushered into 7 bowls of judgment – which look very much like the plagues that were 

unleashed up Egypt. And these judgments look very similar to the trumpet judgments.  

1. The first trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the earth (8:7, 16:2). 

2. The second trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sea (8:3, 16:3) 

3. The third trumpet and bowl are both poured out on rivers and springs (8:10, 16:4) 

4. The fourth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the sun and heavens (8:12, 

16:8) 
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5. The fifth trumpet releases demons (9:1-12). The fifth bowl releases darkness 

(16:10) 

6. The sixth trumpet and bowl are both poured out on the Euphrates River to dry it 

up and bring war (9:13-21, 16:12-16). 

 

Just like the 6
th
 trumpet brought about the Second Coming, so does the 6

th
 bowl. 

• Revelation 16:15 

And how do the people respond? 

• Revelation 16:16 

 

The 7
th
 bowl is poured out in the air just as Christ’s comes in the air to execute judgment. 

God utters “it is done.” Eternity is about to be ushered in. And then there is a great 

earthquake accompanied by thunder and lightning. Then you have islands and mountains 

disappearing. But this has no bearing because people are still unrepentant to the end 

(16:21).  

 

Chapters 17 – 19 

This section begins with a new vision. These chapters are going to be focused on the 

destruction of Babylon. Babylon in Revelation refers to Any anti-Christian seduction – 

whether it be religious compromise – material seduction – anything that draws folks 

away from Jesus Christ. Chapters 12-14 let us know how Satan uses the beast, the false 

prophet and Babylon to help lead people away from Christ.  

In chapter 19, Christ comes riding back to earth on a white horse and with the armies of 

heaven with Him. At this point, the whole earth, has been gathered together to fight this 

man on the white horse and His army. 

 Revelation 19:19 

This is referring to the same battle that Revelation was talking about in 16:16 – the battle 

of Armageddon. So Babylon is overthrown and the beast and false prophet are thrown 

into the lake of fire.      

 

Chapters 20 – 22 

Again this section starts back at the beginning. We see Satan being cast out of heaven and 

bound during the time of Christ’s earthly sojourn. This was done so he cannot deceive the 

nations. After 1000 years, Satan is released for a short time. This sounds just like the 

language in chapter 9 where “a star” opened the bottomless pit to release the demons for 

5 months. 

Revelation 9:1-10 

In Revelation 20:4-6 we get a heavenly vision of the events taking place during the 

Christian era. You have martyrs and those that do not have the mark of the beast 

(Christians) going through a first resurrection (immersion into Christ – Romans 6, John 

3:3-7, Colossians 2:12) to become priests of God and of Christ. Over these folks, the lake 

of fire has no effect.  

 

In Revelation 20:7-10, Satan is released from prison to come out to deceive the nations. 

And he gathers a worldwide (four corners of the earth), numberless (as the sand of the 

seashore), Rebellious (Gog and Magog) army that will rise up against God’s people. 
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They are gathered for battle is in 16:16 and 19:19. But there is no final battle mentioned. 

Then Satan is thrown into the lake of fire where the beast and false prophet are thrown 

also. There is no time difference here. They are all banished there at the same time. Then 

Revelation 20:11-15 mentions the judgment of all people both Good and Bad.  

 

Then Revelation chapters 21 and 22 are all about the New Heavens and New Earth and 

about the heavenly city – the church itself.     

 

And the book ends with this message: 

Revelation 22:18-19 


